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Life  of  David  Hag-g^art. 


DAVID  HAGGART  was  born  at  a 
farm  town,  called  the  Golden  Acre, 
near  Cannon  Mills,  Edinburgh,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1801  :  his  father  was  a  gamekeeper, 
but  afterwards  a  dog-trainer.  He  was  early 
put  to  fchool,  where  he  acquired  a  good 
knowledge  of  Englifli  grammar,  writing,  and 
arithmetic.  About  the  age  of  ten,  a  trifling 
accident  occurred  at  home,  which,  for  fear 
of  puniftiment  from  his  father,  determined 
him  to  leave  home,  and  from  that  moment 
he  dated  the  commencement  of  his  finful 
career.  He  had  made  no  wicked  acquain- 
tance as  yet,  but  committed  feveral  depre- 
dations by  himfelf. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  was  ftealing  a  bantum 
cock  from  a  woman  at  the  back  of  the  New 
"^'own,  Edinburgh.  Having  taken  a  fancy  to 
it,  he  offered  to  buy  it,  but  the  woman  would 
not  fell  ir ;  he  fell  on  the  fcheme  of  putting 
a  cock  of  his  own  to  fight  with  it,  and  then 
came  (  f F  with  his  prize.  His  next  was  lift- 
ing a  fiiop-tii!  from  a  poor  woman  in  Stock 
Bridge.  Being  fome  miles  from  town  and 
tired,  he  mounted  a  poaey  which  was  gr?.z. 
ing  on  the  road  fide,  and  rode  home,  where 
he  kept  it  for  fome  time  in  an  outhoufe,  where 
he  had  formerly  kept  a  cuddie  ;  he  kept  it 
there  for  feveral  day^N  until  the  ownsr  found 
it  out  by  accident.  At  Leith  Races,  in 
1813,  heenlilkdin  the  Noifolk  Militia,  and 


learned  the  drum  and  the  bugle-horn ;  t| 
regiment  was  difbanded  in  about  a  year  | 
terwards,  and  he  was  difcharged*  His  r 
tber  was  then  living  in  the  fouth  back  of  t\ 
Canongate,  Edinburgh,  and  he  went  horn 
when  he  was  put  as  an  apprentice  to  tl' 
mill\^  right  and  engineering  bufinefs,  wi  l 
Cockburn  and  Baird,  in  the  Canongat^ 
and  was  well  liked  by  his  employers. 

His  mailer  having  given  up  bufinefs  ! 
was  of  courfe  thrown  idle,  and  at  this  tin 
got  acquainted  with  many  worthlefs  chara' 
ters,  among  whom  was  one  Barney,  an  Irif 
man,  who  had  been  bred  a  tailor  in  Dui 
fries :  ke  was  older  than  Haggart,  of  gre" 
bodily  ftrength,  and  a  moft  Ikilful  pic' 
pocket. — Barney  put  him  up  to  a  numb 
of  tricks,  and  they  agreed  to  travel  togeth(' 
In  Auguft,  1817*  when  juft  on  the  point 
going  to  England,  they  pad  a  day  at  Port 
beilo  Races,  and  picked  a  gentleman's  pod 
of  eleven  pounds,  the  firft  ever  Haggart 
tempted  in  day-light :  with  this  they  to 
out  fide  places  on  che  Jedburgh  coach,  a^ 
got  themfelves  genteeliy  drtfled.    They  ^ 
tended  St.  James's  fair  at  Keifo,  and  pick 
twenty  pounds  from  two  perfons.  Fn 
thence  they  went  to  Dumfries,  and  ftopj 
three  weeks  :  they  attended  Lockerby  ti 
and  going  into  a  public-houfe,  a  farmer  2 
drover  were  cafting  out,  when  Barney  bl| 
the  coal,  atid  they  fell  a  fighting,  and  b( 


jimbled.  Barney  picked  the  farmer's  pocket 
yf  tweaty-three  pounds.  Haggart  called  for 
ape  waiter,  and  appeared  in  a  violent  paf- 
[]i6n,  paid  for  a  bottle  of  porter,  and  im- 
yiediately  left  the  houfe.  They  dap^rtej 
)iext  morning,  and  went  to  Langholme  fai% 
li^here  they  took  from  a  ftieep  farmer  £  .100 
Ijli  ten  pound  notes,  and  £10  in  twenty  ftiil- 
{^ng  notes.  About  half  an  hour  after  they 
iw  John  Richardfon,  a  Dumfries  officer, 
gunning  about,  but  he  did  not  notice  them, 
j'hey  took  a  poft-chalfe,  and  went  to  Annan, 
j,nd  next  day  took  the  coach  for  Carlifle. 
j;  On  other  nights  they  got  two  gold  wat- 
Jhes  ;  they  took  about  feventy  pounds  in  the 
»j/hole  during  their  ftay  in  Newcaftie.  They 
jhen  went  to  Durham,  and  at  night  broke  a 
Jnely  houfe  on  the  road  to  York  :  they  got 
oWenty  pounds  here.  They  were  appre- 
lended  for  this  aft,  tried,  and  found  guilty, 
.nd  fent  back  to  prifon,  to  be  brought  up 
.or  fentence  of  death  at  the  end  of  the  ai- 
izes. — i'hey  broke  the  prifon  that  night, 
»uc  Haggarc  only  efcaped  :  he  provided  him- 
elf  with  a  rope-ladder,  and  gave  the  faw  to 
iarney,  who  made  his  efcape  that  fame  night, 
y hen  Haggart  was  coming  to  Durham  from 
f  ork  witn  his  faw,  in  company  with  a  York 
pickpocket,  they  were  purfued  by  two  con- 
tables;  and  juft  as  one  was  apprehending 
rjaggart,  he  laid  him  low  with  his  piiloi. — 
Fhey  got  clear  away,  and  be  never  knew 
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whether  the  man  was  murdered  or  not,,  but 
he  thought  fo.  They  next  went  to  Cold- 
ftream  fair,  and  Barney  being  found  attempt- 
ing a  farmer's  pocket,  got  three  months  in 
Jedburgh  jail.  Haggart  went  to  Newcaftle 
again,  and  to  the  fame  lodgings,  where  he 
was  treated  like  a  fon  ;  Httle  did  the  people 
know  who  they  were  fo  kind  to.  He  did 
numerous  tricks  here,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Edinburgh,  where  he  carried  on  the  fame 
line,  but  did  nut  hve  in  his  father's  houfe. 

In  Sept.  he  went  to  Perth,  with  one  Henry, 
and  had  feme  adventures.  They  returned 
to  Leith,  and  were  taken  by  the  pohce  for 
fome  crimes  ;  got  bail,  and  were  liberated. 

Haggan  had  a  i  uniber  of  adventures  in, 
Edinburgh  and  neighbourhood,  and  was  put 
four  months  in  Bridewell  ^{ter  being  re- 
leafed,  he  met  w  ith  fome  of  his  conipanion&j 
and  took  a  trip  through  the  North :  he  w^s, 
in  Aberdeen  jail  for  fonie  time,  and  aftej, 
committing  m.ore  depredations,  he  returneCj 
to  Edinburgh.  , 

They  broke  tato  feveral  houfes  in  Edin^ 
burgh  and  Leith,  and  on  New-year's  morni 
iDg,  1820,  Haggart  had  for  his  ftiare  fivi 
filver  watches  and  a  gold  one,  Uken  on  th, 
South  and  North  Bridges.  He  remained  ii 
Edinburgh  till  the  i  8th,  when  he  was  take: 
up  and  put  into  the  Lock-up-houfe  to  fin , 
hail.  He  got  out  and  one  night  paid  a  vifi| 
to  the  Lock-up  heufe,  and  gave  the  keepcl 
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much  drink,  that  he  got  the  key,  and 
?rated  fix  prifoners. 

He  went  to  Leith  the  nJght  following  and 
>ok  lodgings  in  Cupar-ftreet,  and  lived 
ith  a  woman  of  the  town.  While  here  he 
)mmitted  various  acts  in  Leith,  Edinburgh 
id  neighbourhood,  by  tying  fliop-doors, 
irufting  his  hand  through  the  windows  and 
rafping  whatever  goods  lay  in  his  road, 
reaking  into  houfes,  picking  pockets  of 
atches,  &c. — In  the  courfe  of  thefe  opera- 
om  he  removed  to  different  lodgings. 

On  the  firft  of  March,  while  fitting  in  his 
•dgings  with  a  pickpocket  of  the  name  of 
orreft,  in  Johnfton  Street,  North  Leith, 
aptain  Rofs,  of  the  police,  and  one  of  his 
en,  came  in  upon  them:  Rofs  feized  F  )r- 
ft  and  cari-ied  him  off,  leaving  Haggirt  in 
large  of  the  policeman.  When  left  alone, 
le  policeman  opened  a  bed-room  door>  and 
as  looking  into  it,  when  Haggart  f  reed 
im  in,  locked  the  door,  and  was  making 
is  way  clown  the  ftairs,  w^hen  he  was  met 
y  Rofs  and  another  policeman  ;  a  ftruggle 
OTmienced,  but  the  two  overpowered  Hag- 
art,  and  he  was  carried  to  the  Police-office 
reaming  with  blood.  He  w^as  kept  here 
1^0  days,  and  then  put  into  the  jail  to  ftand 
ial— On  the  27th  March  he  got  a  fmall 
le,  and  cut  the  chains  off  his  legs,  penetrated 
hrough  two  thick  walls  with  his  handcuffs, 
berated  Forreft,  and  got  to  the  out  fide 
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about  five  o'clock  next  morning.  When  on 
the  outer  ftalr,  he  faw  a  man  coming  up 
^ueen-ftreet,  and  he  prepared  to  give  him 
battle  ;  but  the  man  only  faid,  Run,  Hagl 
gart,  run,  I  won't  touch  ye,"  Haggart  tooK: 
hold  of  Forreft's  hand,  and  ran  to  Dalkeith, 
He  ftaid  there  all  night,  and  ftole  12  yards  o| 
blue  cloth  :  ftarted  at  two  o'clock  next  morn- 
ing for  Kelfo,  robbed  a  farmer  of  four  pounds^ 
and  fet  off  for  Dumfries.  They  were  joinecj 
by  two  other  pickpockets,  one  of  whom  wa? 
hanged  ihortly  after  at  Glafgow. 

In  Dumfries  he  picked  feveral  pockets,  and 
entered  fevera!  dwelling-houfes,  when  he  feli 
iri  with  his  old  friend  Barney  M*Guire,  ne 
ver  having  feen  him  fmce  they  parted  at  Kelf^ 
in  1818.  ihey  were  intending  to  leav^ 
Oumfiies  that  night,  but  Barney  was  takelc' 
up.  Haggart  ftarted  for  Carlifle  next  mon|: 
log,  but  was  overtaken  and  carried  back  t^' 
Dumfries.  Captain  Rofs  arrived  in  a  fevp 
days,  and  carried  him  back  to  Leith  jail. 

Barney  was  tranfporrtd  for  fourteen  years; 
Haggart  was  tried  at  Edinburgh  on  the  I2tl 
of  July,  but  got  off;  he  was  then  fent  t( 
Dumfries,  to  (land  trial  at  the  circuit  thei:(| 
for  houfebreaking  :  his  trial  did  not  go 
and  he  was  fent  back  to  jail.  Here  he  gQJj 
acquainted  with  a  lad,  John  Dunbar,  wh(| 
wfb  under  fentence  of  iranfportation.  H 
alfo  got  acquainted  with  fome  people  be! 
ionging  to  the  town,  who  feemed  willing  t(| 
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,  do  him  a  favour  :  fo  Haggart  made  the  plan 
^of  four  keys,  and  a  perfon  was  to  get  them 
made  for  him,  there  being  four  doors  be- 
twixt his  cell  and  the  ftreet.    Having  thu^y  ; 
as  he  thought,  fecured  his  liberty,  he  wai 
too  eafily  led  into  another  fcheme  with  Dun- 
bar.   Haggart  thought  himfelf  certain  of  his 
own  liberty,  and  wifhed  to  clear  the  jail  of  all 
the  prifoners.    Laurie,  a  prifoner,  propofed 
getting  a  ftone,  and  tying  it  in  a  napkin,  and 
ibme  morning  to  knock  down  Hunter,  the 
head  jailor,  and  take  the  keys  from  him. 
Haggart  was  not  fond  of  ufmg  the  ftone,  as 
h^  did  not  want  to  hurt  the  jailor;  and  he 
propofed,  when  Thomas  Morrin  came  up  to 
the  man  under  fentence  of  death,  to  gag  him 
into  a  clofet  at  the  head  of  the  ftairs,  and 
take  the  keys  from  him  ;  Dunbar  and  fome 
I  others  got  the  Itone  and  put  it  into  a  bag. — 
On   luefday,  the  1 0th  of  Odober,  about 
twelve  o'clock,  they  noticed  Hunter,  the 
head  turnkey,  leave  the  jail  to  attend  the 
.Races,  and  (hortly  after,  Morrin  came  up 
I  with  two  niinifters,  whom  he  locked  in  the 
(.cell  with  M'Grory,  who  was  under  fentence 
l^qf  death.— Shortly  after,  Haggart  placed  him- 
Jlelf  in  the  clofet  at  the  head  of  the  ftairs, 
\  where  he  had  previoufly  put  the  ftone  and 
I  bag.    Dunbar  then  called  up  Morrin  to  let 
I  out  the  mioitlers.    He  came  up  accordingly 
with  a  plaie  of  potatoe-foup  for  M'Grory, 
aiud  when  he  got  up  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs. 
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Haggart  came  out  upon  him  from  the  clofet, 
and  the  pufliing  open  of  the  door  knocked 
the  plate  out  of  his  hand;  he  then  ftruck* 
him  one  blow  with  the  ftone,  daflied  him< 
down,  and  without  the  lofs  of  a  moment,^ 
pulled  the  key  of  the  outer  door  from  his 
pocket  ;  be  gave  only  one  blow  with  the^ 
ilone  and  threw  it  down.    Dunbar  picked  it^ 
up,  but  no  more  blows  were  given,  fo  that 
Mbrrin  muft  hive  received  his  other  blows] 
in  falling,    Haggart  obferved  Dunbar  on  the.j 
top  of  him,  rifling  his  bread  for  the  key. 
which  he  had  got.    Simpfon  had  a  hold  of 
Morrin's  flioulders,  and  was  beating  his  back^ 
upon  the  fteps  of  the  ftair.    Haggart  rufheil 
paft  them,  croffed  the  ftair  as  fteadily  as  he 
could  pulled  the  key  from  his  pocket,  and 
opened  the  outer  door. 

On  getting  out  at  the  door  he  ran  round, 
the  eaft  corner  of  the  jail  wall,  and  then 
walked  rapidly  round  the  back  ftreet,  and 
round  a  great  part  of  the  town,  till  he  came  , 
to  the  back  of  the  King's  Arms  Inn.  Dunbar 
made  up  to  him,  and  that  very  moment 
they  faw  a  policeman  coming  right  up  to 
meet  them  ;  on  this  they  wheeled  about  and  ,1 
ran,  but  Dunbar  was  taken  before  he  ran  , 
ten  yards,  and  Haggart  had  the  mortifacation  , 
to  fee  his  fellow-adventurer  fecured.    He  j 
once  thought  of  bolting  among  them  to  lef^  i 
cue  him,  but  the  mob  was  too  great  for  him,  j 
He  went  up  through  the  yard  of  the  King's 
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\rms  without  meeting  any  body,  crofled 
he  High  Street,  and  ran  down  the  Vennel 
o  the  Nith.    He  kept  along  the  waterfide 
ill  he  got  away  to  the  eaft  of  Cumlungan 
Wood  having  run  nearly  10  miles  in  left  than 
m  hour.    He  then  got  on  the  high  road  to 
Annan,  when  he  faw  a  poft  chaife  at  full  gal- 
op.   Upon  this  he  buttoned  his  coat,  and 
eapt  a  hedge  into  a  field  where  fome  people^^ 
were  raifing  potatoes.    They  all  joined  the 
Dolice-man,  who  had  got  out  of  the  chaife 
n  purfuit  of  him  ;  he  croffed  the  field  at 
lapping  pace,  and  made  for  Cumlungan 
Wood,  he  bolted  over  a  very  deep  ditch  co. 
vered  with  briars,  and  ran  a  few  fteps  along 
the  fide  of  the  hedge,  to  make  the  police- 
men think  he  was  going  into  the  wood  ;  he 
then  wheeled  round,  loured,  and  when  they  ; 
went  up  one  fide  of  the  ditch,  he  ran  down  ' 
the  other  :  little  did  they  know  he  was  fo 
near  them,  he  could  have  breathed  upon 
John  Richardfon  as  he  paffed  him.    In  this 
way  he  came  to  the  crofs  road,  which  leads^ 
from  the  Nith  to  the  public  road,  and  never^ 
did  a  fox  double  the  hounds  in  better  fl:ile.  ' 

He  then  made  for  Annan  ;  and  getting 
on  a  mile  or  two  on  the  Carlifle  road,  he 
wwit  into  a  belt  of  planting.  Watching  an 
opportunity,  he  dived  into  a  hay-ftack,  and* 
lay  there  till  next  day  at  two  o'clock  in  the' 
ifternoon,  when  he  heard  a  woman  a(k  a 
boy  if  that  lad  was  taken  who  had  broke 
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out  of  Dumfries  jail.  The  boy  anfwerecf  i 
*  No ;  but  the  jailor  died  laft  night/  On  hear-  j 
ii}g  this,  Haggart  lay  infenfible  for  a  good' 
while.  He  lett  the  ftack,  and  feeing  a  fcare-.' 
crow  in  a  field,  he  took  fome  of  the  old 
clothes,  and  put  them  on  todifguife  himfelf. 
On  the  Wednefday  night  he  flept  in  a  hay 
loft ;  in  the  morning  two  men  were  feeding 
their  horfes,  and  he  overheard  them  fpeak- 
ing  about  him  :  he  ftarted  for  Carlifle,  and 
then  to  Newcaftle,  where  he  ftopped  for 
fome  days,  and  along  Nvith  one  Feming,  pick- 
ed £22  m  the  market  from  a  man  :  here  he 
paffed  dofe  to  Richardfon,  who  was  in  queft 
of  him,  but  was  not  noticed.  He  left  New- 
caftle for  Scotland  ;  got  upon  the  Berwick 
coach;  then  took  a  ticket  for  Edinburgh, 
but  went  only  to  Dunbar.  Next  morning 
fet  off  for  Edinburgh,  and  met  with  a  gentle- 
man, and  they  lodged  at  the  Lord  Duncan  ta- 
vern. After  feperating  from  the  gentleman, 
he  ftopt  at  Jock's  Lodge  with  a  friend :  while 
hef e  he  vifited  his  father  and  fome  atqUaint- 
ances,  difguifed  in  women's  clothes.  One 
night,  drefftd  in  his  own  clothes,  taking  a 
walk  from  Portobello  to  Leith,  he  met  Capt. 
Rofs  of  the  Leith  pohce  :  their  eyes  met  ^nd 
both  flood  motionlefs,  till  Haggart  feigned 
to  pull  a  piftol  from  his  breaft.  Rofs  know- 
ing him  too  well  before,  quickly  took  to  hit 
heels ;  and  Haggart  inftantly  turned  through 
the  fields,  and  made  to  Jock'3  Lodge.  Then 
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rroffing  the  Forth,  he  went  through  Cupar 
:o  Dundee,  difguised  in  failor's  clothes  : — 
iiere  he  committed  a  number  of  depreda- 
ions ;  then  returned  to  Newhaven,  atid 
xrent  up  to  Edinburgh.  Here  the  firft  thing 
le  faw  was  a  bill  pofted  up,  offering  70 
guineas  reward  for  his  apprehenfion.  This 
determined  him  to  go  north  again.  He  vi- 
iited  Dundee  and  Perth,  and  attended  the  fairs 
n  Perth,  Dunkeld,  Kenmore,  &c.  and  robbed 
"ome  cattle-dealers  to  a  confiderable  amount. 
One  night,  in  his  lodgings  in  Perth,  two  police 
tien  came  in  upon  hiai,  but  the  determined 
manner  in  which  he  received  them,  made 
:hem  hefitate  in  apprehending  him,  and 
ciaggart  gained  an  opportunity  to  efcape. 
fie  left  Perth  for  Gbfgow,  and  made  up  his 
nind  to  go  to  Ireland,  an  J  llarted  in  the 
ileam-boat.  Here  he  was  recognifed  by  the 
Provoft  of  Kircaidy,  who  went  alliore  at 
Lamlafli :  Haggart  was  ready  to  jump  over- 
board, but  the  boat  went  off  without  the 
Provoft.  He  landed  in  BeltaR,  where  he 
ittended  fairs,  &c.,  and  was  in  continual 
xenes  of  robbing,  knocking  down,  &c,— 
At  Drumore  market  he  was  feized  and 
raken  before  a  magiftrate.  When  afked 
wrhat  name  he  had,  he  anfwered,  in  high 
lipperary,  it  was  John  M'Colgan,  from  Ar- 
magh.  He  was  crofs-examined,  and  ftiewn 
I  Dublin  paper,  with  a  defcription  of  his 
perfon,  ice.    He  denied  being  a  Scotchman^ 
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and  paffed  of  the  brogue  fo  well,  that  the 
magiftrate  was  in  doubts,  but  he  was  ordered 
to  be  detained,  and  three  yeomen  fat  in 
the  court  houfe  to  guard  him.    He  plied 
them  fo  well  with  drink,  that  he  pievailed 
on  them  to  let  a  young  woman  bring  him 
fome  fupper ;  and  when  (he  came,  he  got 
leave  to  fpeak  with  her  privately  behind  the^ 
boxes  of  the  court,  where  there  is  a  large; 
window,  he  bolted  right  through  the  win- 
dow without  being  hurt  by  the  fall ;  hecrofs- 
ed  the  ftreet,  and  got  into  an  entry,  where 
he  faw  hi3  keepers  below  the  window  ftaring 
at  each  other.    He  ftarted  for  Belfaft,  and' 
then  to  Dublin,  and  paid  his  paff  ge  fori 
America  at  the  pigeon-hpufe :  but  meeting! 
with  one  called  O'Brien,  he  changed  his 
mind  :  here  he  robbed  a  man  of  100  guinea^ 
in  gold,  and  jaunted  through  the  country  i^, 
cars  with  women  of  bad  fame.    He  wa? 
taken  up  for  robbing  a  drover  at  Downpa-j ' 
trick,  and  put  into  jail,  where  he  faw  more ! 
fcenes  of  wickednefs  than  ever  he  had  wit-  ! 
neflfed  all  his  life.    The  women's  room  was 
immediately  above  the  men's,  and  eight  days'' 
provifions  was  ferved  out  to  them  at  one 
time:  they  blocked  up  the  doors,  made  a 
hole  betwixt  the  two  apartments,  and  kept  J 
poffefsion  in  the  moil  riotous  manner.  Be-I 
fore  his  trial  he  bribed  the  drover  not  tc  ^[ 
fwear  he  was  the  perfon,  and  he  was  ba!^ 
niflied  for  feven  years.    In  jail  he  wai 
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lilted  by  the  magiftrate  of  Dtumore,  who 
rdered  the  jailor  lo  put  him  in  ftrong  irons,4 
Haggart  denied  that  he  had  ever  been  in 
)rafnmore,  andfaidhis  name  was  O'Brien, 
nd  not  M'Colgan.  He  was  moved  to  Ki!- 
oainham  jail  among  other  criminals ;  here 
le  made  his  efcape,  but  was  caught,  by  fome 
f  the  prifoners  informing  the  jailor  of  his 
lefigns. 

Next  day  the  whole  of  the  prifoners  were 
ailed  out  into  the  court-yard,  and  in  a  few 
ninutes  John  Richardfon,  from  Dumfries, 
nade  hia  appearance,  and  began  his  exami- 
iation.  He  paffed  him  once,  but  upon  a 
eeond  look  over  he  recognifed  him,  and  faid, 
)avie,  do  you  ken  me ;  Haggart  turned  to 
he  j  dlor,  and  in  a  mafter-pieee  of  Irifh 
>rogue,  faid.  What  does  the  man  fay? 
3on't  you  know  him,  was  the  anfwer ;  he 
aid  he  did  not ;  but  John  perlifted  that  he 
lid.  On  the  fecond  day  he  was  put  in 
rons,  and  conducted  by  John  and  an  Irifh 
Officer  to  Dumfries.  They  were  three  days 
md  three  night  ^  on  the  road,  and  he  ex- 
yerienced  great  kindnefs  from  the  officers. 
3n  their  approach  to  Dumfries,  thoufands 
)f  people  met  them  with  torches  in  their 
lands.  From  Dumfries  he  was  conveyed 
o  Edinburgh  jail,  and  placed  under  the 
are  of  Captain  Sibbald,  who,  he  faid,  was 
he  kindeft  jailor  in  the  world.  He  was  tried 
m  the  IJth  of  June,  and  the  jury  gave  in  a 
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verdict  of  guilty.     When  the  judge  wai^ 
pafsing  the  fentence,  he  faid  he  grew  dizzy^ 
and  gafped  for  breath.   He  was  carried  bacfe 
to  jail,  where  he  behaved  in  the  mpft  peni?  | 
tent  manner,  and  wrote  a^hiftof^^of  hisj 
life  for  the  benefit  of  his  father,  frorn  which 
this  narrative  is  a  faithful  e^ttract,  , 


EXECUTION.  i 

E  -\RLY  on  the  morning  of  his  execu*  ( 
tion,  David  Haggart  joined  eArnefily  in  de* 
votional  exercife  with  his  minifterial  atten- 
dant. After  the  chaplain  of  the  jail  had 
given  a  prayer,  one  of  the  ojBficers  ot  juftice 
appeared,  and  ordered  all  the  perfons  in  the 
room  to  retire,  as  he  had  fomething  to  com- 
municate to  the  unhappy  prifoner,  Hag- 
gart immediately  exclaimed,  in  a  hurried 
tone,  "  O !  I  fuppofe  it  is  the  executioner." 
His  firmnefs  for  a  moment  abandoned  him, 
and  he  walked  rapidly  acrofs  the  cell  witl^ 
his  arms  folded,  and  with  dark  and  deej 
defpair  ftrongly  painted  on  his  countenance. 
He  fpeedily,  however,  regained  his  compoj 
fure  :  and  when  the  executioner  appeared, 
at  once  allowed  his  arms  to  be  bound:  hf 
was  then  removed  to  a  hall  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  Lock-up-houfe,  where  he  was  received 
by  two  clergymen  and  the  magiftrates.  Af-i 
ter  prayers  they  proceeded  to  the  Icafibld, — -I 
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Fhe  conduct  of  the  unfottunate  youth  there 
wzs  in  the  higheft  degree  becoming.  While 
:he  beneficial  influence  of  religion  was  ap- 
parent in  his  whole  demeanor,  his  natural 
firmnefs  of  character  never  for  a  moment 
forfook  him.  He  kneeled  down,  and  uttered 
an  earnefl:  prayer;  and  after  addreffing  a 
few  words  of  deep  and  anxious  exhortation 
to  the  great  multitude  by  which  he  was 
furrounded,  he  met  his  fate  viith  the  fame 
intrepidity  which  diftinguiflied  all  the  ac- 
tions of  his  fliort  but  guilty  and  event- 
ful life. 


The  following  Song 

Was  made  by  Haggart  the  day  after  his 
condemnation  ;  but  his  mind  foon  changed 
to  a  more  lerious  fubjeft,  and  his  whole 
deportment  was  afterwards  extremely  pious 
and  refigned. 

^BLC  and  willing  you  will  me  find, 

Tijough  bound  in  chains,  still  free  in  niihd  : 
For  with  these  things  I'll  ne'er  be  griev'd, 
Although  of  freedom  I'm  bereav'd, 

tn  this  vain  world  there  is  no  rest, 
And  life  is  but  a  span  at  best ; 
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The  rich,  the  poor,  the  ol(!,  the  Voiing-, 
Will  all  lie  low  before  'tis>  long. 

4 

I  am  a  rogue,  1  Aou'i  deny, 
But  never  liv'd  by  treachery  : 
To  rob  a  poor  man  1  disown — 
But  only  them  of  high  renowu. 

Now  for  the  crime  that  Fra  condemnM, 
The  same  I  n^ver  did  intend  : 
Only  my  liberty  to  take, 
As  I  thought  my  life  did  lie  at  stake. 

My  life  by  perjury  was  sworn  away, 
I'll  my  that  to  mj  dying  day  : 
Oh!  treacherous  S — you  did  oie betray. 
For  all  I  wanted  was—liberty. 

No  malice  in  my  heart  is  found 
To  any  man  above  the  ground  : 
Now,  all  good  people  that  speak  of  me, 
YqvL  iHiay  say  I  died  for  my  liberty. 

Although  in  chains  you  see  me  fast, 

No  frowns  upon  my  friends  pray  cast: 

For  my  relations  were  not  to  blame, 

Aud  I  brought  nay  parents  to  grief  and  shame. 

Now  all  you  ramblers  in  mourning  go. 
For  the  prince  of  ramblers  is  lying  low  : 
And  all  you  maidens  who  love  the  game, 
Put  on  your  mourning  hoods  again. 


19 

ticl  all  your  powers  of  mu«iic  chau«^ 
D  the  memory  of  my  (jying  rant; 
song  of  melancholy  sing, 
ilj  yOu  make  the  very  rafters  ring. 

arewell  relations  and  friends  also, 
he  time  is  nigh  when  I  must  go  : 
is  for  foes,  I  have  none  but  one, 
tut  to  the  same  Tve  done  no  v^rong* 


Haggart  terminated  his  mortal  career  on 
he  g?il^ws  in  the  21  ft  year  of  his  age  — 
Though  young  in  years,  he  was  old  in  in- 
amy ;  and  his  ftory  unfolds  as  undeviating 
i  courfe  of  wickednefs  as  ever  dilgraced  hu-  ^ 
man  nature  ;  it  was  related  at  various  times 
>y  himfelf,  while  under  fentence  of  death  ; 
ind    thus,  though    the  remembrance  of 
the  evil  he  committed  furvives  him,  un- 
fortunately no  good  is  recorded  of  him-,^  * 
excepting  his,  we  hope,  not  too  late  re- 
Ipentance.    His  adventures  fall  far  fliort  of 
jthofe  of  Harrington,  Vaux,  &c.— he  muft  be 
claffed  as  the  hero  of  a  humbler  fphere, 
without  the  atrocity  that  marks  a  kind  of 
criminal  grandeur,  and  demands  abhorrent 
!  vengeance,    while   leffer    villainies  obtain 
Only  contemptuous  ftripes.    He  committed, 
however,  at   leaft  one  murder,   that  of 
Morrin,  the  turnkey  of  Dumfries  jail,  for 
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which  he  fufFiered  the  merited  fenten<se  of  the 
law.    He  never  appears  to  have  wanted  cou-  t 
rage  in  any  of  the  appalling  incidents  or  dan-  1 
gers  to  which  his  turpitude  expofed  him.     ■  1 

He  was  tail  in  ftature,  and  of  a  command- 
ing afped;  limbs  fo  flexible,  that  they  could,^ 
turn  any  way  at  pleafure,  and  legs  that  in' 
fpeed  refenibled  the  deer  when  firft  ftarted/ 
from  its  native  plains 

He   mentioned   fome   peculiar  circum- 
ftances,  an  over-hafty  birth,  and  two  teeth 
when  born',  with  an  uncommon  forward^ 
nefs  of  intellect  and  fpeech.    Surely  they 
were  gifts  not  to  be  nvifufed.    On  one  of 
his  apprehenfions,  being  under  clnfe  con- 
finement in  Edinburgh,  he  faid,     I  cannot 
help  it ;  1  was  born  for  a  thief ;  look  at  my 
fingers,  they  are  all  of  an  equal  length,  like 
the  prongij  of  a  fork,  and  thus  they  never 
fail    me/'     This   was   true ;   his  fingers 
reached  all  to  one  exact  length,  and  is  ra- 
ther curious,  but  my  no  means  fir.guiar,  or 
as  being  confined  to  that  individual.  A. 
gentleman  prefent,  who  was  efteemed  for 
hi$  researches   in    pbilofophy  and  natur€t||( 
faid^      My  lad,  make  a  good  ufe  of  vour 
long  forked  fingers,  as  many  have  done 
before  you;  one  of  the  beft  emperors  that 
ever  lived  had  the  like,  and  fo  had  a  celcr 
brated  profeffor  of  mufic  ;  the  one  was  a 
virtuous,  juft,  enlightened,  and  moft  e%r 
aked  fovereign  ;  and  the  other,  what  Pope 
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Liertns,  a  noble  work — an  honeft  man  ;  and 
^  could  quote  feveral  other  examples/'— 
Haggart  only  fneered  at  the  remark  and  ad- 
vice, joined  together,  and  faid,  Fate  was 
fate/' — An  unhappy  conclufion,  drawn  by 
too  many  out  of  the  right  line,  who  let 
things  come  and  go  as  they  will,  and 
never  fet  their  flioulders  to  the  wheel,  but 
acciife  predeftination  of  all  their  wants 
and  woes. 

Haggart  gives  the  following  account  of 
his  habits  and  the  peculiar  vices  which 
marked  his  character,  defcribing  alfo  fome 
of  thofe  vicious  characters  by  whom  he 
Mas  initiated  into  all  the  myfteries  of 
iniquity, 

I  never  was  given  to  drink,  further 
than  as  it  promoted  fun  in  fociety  ;  but  I 
was  inordinately  fond  of  raffles,  cards,  and 
dancing,  and  this  led  me  to  the  compatiy. 
of  loofe  females,  that  caufed  my  ruin  j  and 
all  I  got  I  fpent  profufely  on  them.  Con- 
ftancy  was  not  my  motto  ;  like  the  Grand 
Seignior,  I  threw  my  handkerchief  firft  to 
one,  and  then  to  another,  as  fancy  prompt- 
ed ;  and  my  charadler  for  generofity  urged 
them  to  meet  me  more  than  half  way, 
A  good  difpofed  woman  may  work  mi- 
racles  with  a  man  who  loves  her  ;  but,  alas 
for  me!  I  only  loved  the  reverfe  of  all  that 
is  virtuous,  and  thofe  who  for  money 
would  chat  and  sdvife  me  in  iniquity  •  On 
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the    other    hand,  my  male  companion  I 
learned  me  to  be  expert  in  fin ;  I  grew  i  o 
to  fuch  a  ftate,  that  I  dared  not  to  thin!  a 
or  reflect,  night  or  day;  I  looked  back  t 
,vard  upon  folly,  and  forward  with  dread  a 
^.I  v/as  aftiamed  fo  look  my  parents  an(  ^ 
relations  in  the  face,  and  I  fatally  quitte«  ' 
my  home.    Oh!   my  poor  mother,  ho\  ^ 
bitterly  (he  took  on  !  but  I  was  loft  t  i 
all  feeling— the  devil  had  the  upper  han<  ^ 
of  me.  J 
My  moft  dangerous  affociate  was  ! 
young  man  named  Barnard  M'Guire,  ai  1 
Irijfhman,  who  went  amongft  us  by  thi 
flang  appellation  of  the  Den  ling  of  a  Boy  ' 
though  of  the  fifter  kingdom,  he  was  ?p 
prenticed  to  a  tailor  at  Dumfries,  but  pre 
ferred  the  profeflion  of  a  pick-pocket:  h( 
was  tall,  athletic,  and  courageous,  and  be[ 
came  my  inftructor  in  the  fcience ;  in  ftiortj 
he  was  clever  at  every  thing,  and  alwayi 
gave  me  fair,  play  as  to  my  ftiare;  but  w( 
fometimes  played  the  double  on  our  com  ! 
panions,  even  Barnard's  own  brother,  whci 
was  alfo  a  thief/' 

Haggart,  in  his  remarks  in  prifon,  cau  j 
tioned  perfons  againft  needlefsly  and  care-; 
lefsly  expofing  their  money  to  view.  One! 
example  he  gives  is  a3  follows  : — We  ob  i 
ferved  a  gentleman,  one  morning,  with  sj 
heap  of  notes  in  his  hand,  coming  out  of  si 
banking-houfe.    It  was  my  turh  to  follbwl 
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him.  I  did  fo,  from  place  to  place,  with- 
out any  chance  ofFering ;  fomething  or 
another  intervened,  and  it  was  full  five  in 
the  evening  before  I  could  make  a  fnatch 
at  him  ;  and  then,  to  my  great  difappoint- 
ment,  I  got  only  eleven  pounds.  He  muft 
have  been  paying  it  away,  for  it  was  in  the 
very  identical  cafe  I  had  feen  him  put  the 
notes  in  the  morning.  While  he  was 
engaged  in  clofe  converfation  with  a  gentle- 
man,  1  flipped  paft  and  robbed  him  fo  ex- 
pertly,  that  he  was  quite  unconfcious  of 
the  aft. 

When  committed  to  Downpatrick  jail, 
Haggart  gives  the  following  account  of  it : — 

"  I  foon  found  my  fellow  prifoners  a 
queer  fet  of  lads.  They  had  all  their  fancy 
women^  and  I  was  not  long  behind  them  in 
that  refpeft.  One  lodged  above  me  whom 
I  took  a  fancy  to,  and  ufed,  through  a  hole 
in  the  top  of  my  cell,  to  hand  her  up  meat 
and  liquor,  and  a  part  of  every  thing 
I  had. 

"  The  prifoners  were  here  ferved  out  at 
three  days*  allowance  at  a  time.  Oae 
morning,  after  having  received  our  ufual 
fupply,  my  fellow-prifoners  and  I  agreed  to 
block  up  the  paffage  that  led  to  our  apart- 
ments, and  break  through  to  the  women. — 
They  began  to  block  up  the  doors  with 
benches  and  tables,  but  I  did  not  approve 
o(  that  way,  and  began  with  the  coal-fpade 
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to  lift  up  the  flags  of  the  floor,  and  they  all 
affifted  me,  and  we  barricadoed  the  door 
fo  conipletely  that  the  jailors  could  not  get 
at  us.    We  then  broke  through  to  the  fe- 
males, and  ferved  their  doors  the  fame,  and 
kept  the  premifes  two  whole  days,  during 
which  time  we  gave  way  to  every  wicked-j 
nefs;  and,  of  all  the  depraved  fcenes  of  myl 
fliori  and  finful  life,  none  came  up  in  licen- 
tiousnefs  to  the  jail  of  Downpatrick.  Afterj 
this  period  of  riot,  we  were  broke  in  uponi 
and  fecured  :  I  was  ironed  and  locked  upl 
in  a  cell,  and  kept  in  confinement  till  thJ 
day  previous  to  my  triah  | 
Alas !   a  prifon  is  the  blackeft  and 
worft  conducted  place  in  the  world :  many, 
a  poor  lad  h  brought  to  the  gallows  at  iaft, 
becaufe  his  fir  ft  offence  is  puniftied  by  im- 
prifonment ;   this  teaches  him  evil  ways: 
whereas,  if  he  had  been  foundly  flogged,^ 
and  Cent  home  to  his  friends  or  parents,  hd 
might  have  turned  cut  a  good  man.  t 
cannot  fay  my  bad  habits  were  learned  in 
jail;  but  this  1  can  affirm,  they  were  con-l 
firmed  there. 


